
Also known as the Railroad Grade Separation Project Grant Program, the bill requires at least 10% of the total
project cost to be funded by non-state sources, such as local governments or private entities

Investing in transportation is crucial for Texas. It's the backbone of our economy, connecting us to healthcare,
education, jobs, and essential goods. As our state's population grows, technology advances, and traffic worsens,
we must prioritize continued investment in mobility. These investments aren't just about increasing safety on our
roads and decreasing commuting times; they're also powerful job creators. For every $1 billion invested in
transportation, 13,000 jobs are created. The 89th Texas Legislative session made progress, but to accommodate
our ever-growing state, we need to keep pushing forward.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

89 TH LEGISLATIVE SESSION
89R LEGISLATIVE RECAP

Priority No. 1: Railroad Grade Separation Project Grant Program

TAG 89th SESSION SUCCESS 

OUR POSITION
Even with the additional funding provided from Propositions 1 and 7 and S.B. No. 1555, significant gaps remain
between projected funding levels and the investment needed to address rapid population growth, congestion,
and safety concerns. TAG leads the advocacy for transportation funding needs on behalf of the entire Houston
region – a region spanning an area larger than 5 States with a rapidly expanding, internationally competitive
market of 6.7 million people, projected to reach over 11 million by 2040. As we support the Houston region, we
remain committed to seeking bold and innovative ways of ensuring we invest in our regional infrastructure so we
may continue to deliver goods through our ports and on our roads, and power our homes. It is imperative that
the state provide additional funding and/or empower local governments with the appropriate tools to make
needed investments in major highways, transit, freight rail, and passenger rail.

Focuses on grade separations on non-TxDOT roadways, better enabling cities and counties to pursue safety
improvements without competing for highway dollars

TAG played a key role in supporting the bill’s success, including visits with legislators during our annual Green
Light Houston Transportation Advocacy Day and testifying in the Senate Committee on Transportation in
February  

Received 100% support on the Senate floor, and 93% of House members present on the House floor
supported
Because of its overwhelming support, the bill passed the two-thirds vote threshold, and has taken effect
immediately 

S.B. No. 1555: Establishes a grant program within TxDOT to fund railroad grade separation projects, aiming
to enhance public safety and improve traffic flow by separating roadways and pedestrian walkways from
railroad tracks



TAG 89th SESSION SUCCESS

Protected the integrity of funding through tools like the Tax Increment Reinvestment Zones (TIRZ) and
Transportation Reinvestment Zones (TRZ) accessible to city and county-level planning 

Priority 6: Supported safety improvements for our streets and
citizens, aligning with the goals of the Vision Zero initiative 

Priority No. 4: Preserved critical transportation funding resources 

Worked with local, county, and statewide elected officials and agencies to review and decidedly protect the
integrity of Texas toll road systems 

Maintained the levels of funding provided by Propositions 1 and 7, protecting a vital source of transportation
funding for the greater Houston area. 

SB 2039, authored by Senators Hancock and Eckhardt, expands and clarifies right-of-way protections for a
broader category of "sidewalk users"—including bicycles, electric scooters, and personal assistive mobility
devices—at intersections and within crosswalks. This bill has been signed by Governor Abbott and will become
effective on September 1, 2025

S.B No. 2129 was also passed and signed by the Governor, authored by Senator Johnson, which protects
flaggers signaling an incoming train at rail-roadway intersections by increasing the fine for disregarding the
flagger’s signal

SB 1555 was a significant victory for the safety of our communities

A special thank you from TAG to the authors and sponsors of S.B. No. 1555: Senators Nichols, Alvarado
(authors), Eckhardt, Hagenbuch, Johnson, Kolkhorst, Menéndez, Miles, West, Zaffirini (coauthors),
Representatives Patterson, Hernandez, Mary Ann Perez, Harris Davila, Martinez Fischer (Sponsors), Collier,
and Christina Morales (cosponsors) - Thank you for your service to the improvement of safety on our
Texas railways. This is an incredible step towards the transportation infrastructure that Texans deserve. 

Find out what the Transportation Advocacy
Group is all about! Scan the QR code below to
visit www.taghouston.org or contact Christina
Cabral at christina.cabral@taghouston.org .

Thank you once again to all of our members, our board officers, board  members, and

progress we are seeing for Texas transportation would not be possible.
Be on the lookout for our 2027 legislative priorities and next steps for
TAG and our Green Light Coalition. 

staff for their hard work leading up to and during the 89th. Without you all, the 


